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Don’t Wait For Hope. Create It. 



Hope for Today - 
And Tomorrow. 

BRINGING

The Make-A-Wish Mission Remains Strong 

Fiscal Year 2020 was a year of unexpected challenges. The world 
came to a halt and we all got a glimpse of what it feels like to have to 
wait for hope. But FY20 was also a year of resilience, strength and 
innovation. The global pandemic challenged the core of our mission, 
as wishes that involved travel or large gatherings were no longer safe. 
In such challenging times, our mission has never been more essential. 
For Make-A-Wish, FY20 was not defined by the pandemic. It was 
defined by your ongoing commitment to creating life-changing wishes 
for children with critical illnesses. 

Despite the challenges of Fiscal Year 2020, wishes continue to be 
granted daily. Make-A-Wish also continues to invest in the people, 
products and processes that will allow us to grant as many wishes as 
possible as fast as possible as soon as it is deemed safe. 

Thank you for being there for wish kids, no matter the circumstances. 
Thanks to caring people like you, the innovation we pursue today lays 
the foundation for delivering continued hope and joy tomorrow. We 
wouldn’t have been able to navigate the past year with such strength 
and innovation without you. As one Make-A-Wish community, we 
should all be proud to look back on FY20 and say: We didn’t wait for 
hope. We created it. 

Thank you for standing with wish kids in FY20 and beyond.

The Fiscal Year 2020 Report represents all the progress and initiatives that we have 
worked on this past year to positively impact lives. We worked tirelessly every day to 
create wish experiences for children and their families while also keeping their health and 
safety our top priority. No matter the circumstances, we are ever-focused on our vision 
of granting the wish of every eligible child.



Financials
MAKE-A-WISH GRE ATER VIRGINIA

Total revenue								        $2,429,883

Expenses								      

	 Program services						    

		  Wish granting						      $1,628,373

Statement of Activities
Year ended August 31, 2020

Copies of our audited financial statements for the year ended August 31, 2020, are available on our website at va.wish.org.

			   Total program services 			   $1,628,373

	 Support services						    

		  Fundraising						      $634,217

		  Management and general				    $282,195

			   Total support services				    $916,412

			   Total program and support expenses		  $2,544,785

Change in net assets							       ($)114,902

Net assets, beginning of the year					     $1,082,488

Net assets, end of the year						      $967,586

Total liabilities and net assets						      $1,275,475

Fundraising

Management and General

Program 



VOLUNTEERS PROVIDE LONG-L ASTING

strength

As an organization founded by volunteers, the tremendous impact a volunteer can have on the life of a child 
is never far from our minds at Make-A-Wish Greater Virginia. Volunteers make our mission possible, and we 
are deeply grateful for our volunteers’ generous donations of time and talent. Because of their unwavering 
dedication, we have been able to grant more than 5,200 wishes since we were founded in 1987. We are so 
fortunate to have enthusiastic and committed volunteers by our side as we work towards achieving our vision 
of granting every eligible child’s wish.

Volunteer Impact

We welcomed 59 new  
volunteers during  
Fiscal Year 2020.

263 dedicated volunteers generously 
gave 1,675 hours of their time to  

transform the lives of local children.

Hours contributed by volunteers 
equates to a monetary  

contribution of $45,560.

Together with our dedicated 
volunteers, we granted 112 

life-changing wishes for  
children in Virginia.

We coordinated 3 wish  
assists, where wishes bring 

kids to our community  
from other chapters.

89 percent of healthcare  
professionals surveyed believe a 
wish experience can influence a 

wish kids’ physical health.



Wish Champion

We are so grateful for all of the volunteers who help make our mission possible. Granting wishes is only 
possible with dedicated volunteers like Liz, and we are forever grateful! 

“I started my wish volunteer journey in 2015 simply from an ad I saw on VolunteerMatch asking if I wanted 
to volunteer to make children’s wishes come true--who wouldn’t respond to that!? I’ve done other volunteer 
work with children, but had never done anything as rewarding as granting the wishes of children who deserve 
it the very most. 

The best part of being a volunteer with Make-A-Wish is seeing the joy that you bring to the journey. These 
kids, and really the entire family, are on such a difficult journey in their lives--even those that have made it 
through their treatment chapter--so being able to see their faces alight with joy is truly a gift. 

My volunteer work with Make-A-Wish actually helped me get my current job, as I work for a nonprofit for 
families battling pediatric cancer, and that experience was what sold them on my ability to handle their needs. 
The beauty part of the volunteer granter structure is that when your everyday life gets too hectic, you can 
pull back a little and only do a few wishes, and then jump right back in when you’re ready. I think the biggest 
hazard of volunteering is that you will want to take on too many wishes (raises hand guiltily) at one time and 
need to pace yourself. I highly recommend volunteering with Make-A-Wish, honestly what could be greater 
than being a child’s fairy godmother?”

“If you’re considering volunteering 
for Make-A-Wish, I would say what 
are you waiting for?! Do it! I have 

met incredible kids that will inspire 
you, parents who can become your 

friends, other granters who are 
tireless in their dedication to these 

kids and making their wish the very 
best ever.” 

- Liz, wish granter volunteer 



BUILDING OUR

future
Investors in
our Mission
Each of our donors makes a profound, life-affirming impact 
through wishes for local children battling critical illnesses. 
We understand that there are many worthy organizations 
for donors to consider when making gifts of hard-earned 
dollars and precious time, and we are proud of the way 
we manage and safeguard the generous contributions we 
receive to fulfill our mission.

“The reality we all face as adults is that there is a seemingly 
endless line of what are all arguably very worthy causes that 
one encounters in our personal and professional lives. And it 
does not matter if one has millions or hundreds of dollars to 
share; the desire to help is real, but the need is endless. How 
to give, to whom, and when. 

Amy and I are passionate about our careers, family, and 
community. We strive to the best of our abilities to help 
others through gifts of time, money, and service. We are 
very driven to make a difference in our community and love 
investing in organizations that demonstrate lasting ROI — inspiring both growth and hope.

For Amy and me, Make-A-Wish Greater Virginia checks all those boxes. At any given time, the chapter has 
more than 250 kids waiting to receive a wish in our region. Often, nearly 30 of those children are from the 
area we call home near Roanoke. What compels us to try hard for this cause is that the power of Make-A-
Wish is not in the WISH. Granted, the new puppy, family trip, or new computer (which are just a few of the 
hundreds of unique wishes we encounter each year) are nice for the kids.  
 
But the very real — and medically documented reality — is that the wishes don’t just give the kids a break; the 
wishes give kids HOPE. Hope that often plays a tangible role in medical outcomes for these kids. Make-A-Wish 
Greater Virginia is not just changing a day for a kid. They are often changing their lives. What could be more 
powerful? What cause could be more worthy?” - Amy and Tony Pearman



We hosted our first Night Under The Stars event in November 2019, and it was 
an evening to remember, thanks to all who attended. Through this event, we also 
celebrated our Richmond W.I.S.H. (Women Inspiring Strength and Hope) Circle 
Honorees for their committment to Make-A-Wish Greater Virginia, and successful 
fundraising campaign! 

Our 2020 W.I.S.H. Circle Richmond honorees included Kelly Blumenthal, Erin 
Bohannon, Anne Byrne, Kerri Carter, Kristen Cavallo, Gauri Gulati, Jenny Maraghy, 
Hunter Ross, and Tunstall Bagley Willis. We were thrilled that Kristen Cavallo was 
crowned the 2020 W.I.S.H. Circle Richmond Fairy Godmother! Thanks to each of our 
incredible honorees and guests who attended Night Under The Stars, we raised more 
than $160,000 to grant life-changing wishes. 

We also held our second W.I.S.H. Circle Blue Ridge. The honorees were Joey Beck, 
Sherry Dillon, Keri Garnett, Robyn Lewis, Liz Lively and Lisa Chappell Miller. These 
dedicated women raised more than $50,000 to help grant wishes! Joey Beck was 
crowned the W.I.S.H. Circle Blue Ridge Fairy Godmother during the event.

Night Under The Stars 
and W.I.S.H. Circle

In August 2020, we hosted our Seventh Annual Walk for Wishes. Though the event shifted to a virtual 
celebration of wishes due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we were thrilled to have supporters from throughout 
Virginia join us virtually! 

Participants enjoyed an inspiring program broadcast live through our social medai channels, and formed teams 
to compete in our virtual scavenger hunt. 

Together, participants and sponsors raised more than $100,000 to grant the wishes of local children.

SIGNATURE E VENTS THAT

inspire

Joey Beck

Kristen Cavallo 

Walk For Wishes



transform
DONORS HELP GR ANT WISHES THAT 

Individuals and Family Foundations ($1,000+)
Ms. Nancy Adams
Ms. Jane Adams
Dale Agnew
Joan Ahalt
Cynthia Allbright
Fernita Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Mitesh Amin
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Andrews
Mr. Zachary Annon
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew R. 
Aprahamian
Ms. Maria Asesor
Kenneth and Linda Apinall
Mr. James Baldwin
Mrs. Joanne B. Balling
Mr. Allen Balough
Mr. Sean Bamman
Ms. Kathryn Barker
Sylvia Baskerville
William Baumgardner
Ms. Katherine Beckner
Mr. Bill Bell
Mr. Adam Bender
Abhijat Bhasin
Shawn Biegler
Mr. Richard Birnbaum
John Bissey
Ms. Bonnie Blackburn
Ms. Kristin Blake
Mr. Ward Bobitz
Mr. and Mrs. Robb Bohannon
Nancy Bonilla
Ms. Melissa Boone
Ms. Carolyn Brath
Cheryl Brewer
Thomas Brinkley

Wayne Britt
Mr. Dale Brooks
Ms. Sharon Brovelli
Laura Buchholz
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Bullis
Ms. Rita Bunch
Peggy Burke
Megan Bush
Mrs. Judith Buzzeo
Ms. Anne Byrne
Kimberly Caballero
Stephanie Caceres
Tim Cafferty
Frank Calkins
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Campbell
Joy Candelieri
Jeremy Cannon
Mr. John Capanna
Mr. Brian Caperton
Mr. Paul Carson
Ronald Catron
Ms. Kristen Cavallo
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Cavanagh
Ian Charles
Louise Chester
Lawrence Cohen
Mr. Charles Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Coleman
Steven Collins
Ms. Glenice Coombs
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Costen, 
III
Mr. John Covington
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Cowan
Mr. Andrew Coyne
Gail Crawford
Judy Crow
Kierra Crump

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Cummings
Maria A. Curran
Gary Danim
Jay and Lara Davenport
Mr. Calvin G. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Davis
Ms. Dilini De Silva
Mr. Jeffrey A. Delano
Susan Deller
Mr. Michael Denton
Mr. Thomas Deuell ,Jr.
Hugo Diaz
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. 
Dickison
Mr. Minh Do
Suzanne Do
Mr. Austin Dodson
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Drake
Mr. and Mrs. Milton D. 
Drummond
Karen Dunsmore
Rachael Early
Patrick Eavey
Mr. Alan Ellinwood
Youssef Ennaciri
Mazen Farouki
Ms. Evelyn Fenley
La Ferrell
Ms. Courtney C. Ficken
Tim Field
Nathan Flora
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Foley
Ms. Sheila Franklin
Odesseas Fthenos
Ken Gacke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Gallagher
Woody Gallant
Christine Galley

Dary Garcia
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Garwood
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Gilman
Amy Ginn
Bereket Girma
Charles Gomer
Mr. James Gottwald
Mr. Samuel S. Gottwald
Merrill Grady
James Greene
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gregware
Ms. Sally R. Griffith
Mr. Brian Haendiges
Bertram Halbert
Ms. Catherine Hall
Steven Hall
Susan Hall
Ms. Anne Hamlett
Roy Harrell
Bernard Haskell
Michael Heflin
Jack Heyl
Jason Hill
Ms. Gloria Hintz
Mr. Mark B. Hodges
Michael Hodgkiss
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Hofheimer
Mr. and Mrs. D. S. Hollen
Mary Hood
Lee Houston
Mr. and Mrs. William A. 
Howard

Chorng Huang
Ms. Rebekah Hughes
Julia Blair and William 
Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Hutchison
Mr. Roger E. Ingle



transform
Robert Jennings
Ms. Samantha Johnson
Crasty Johnson
Jesse Jones
Christopher Jones
Jeannette Jones
Mrs. Robin Kahl
Najmul Karim
Cathy and Lee Keiger
Ms. Elizabeth Kemp-Pherson
Dr. Nancy Khardori
Barbara Kickler
Doug Kiely
Joseph Kittle
Young Korean
John Kuester
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Lagos
Mr. Gregory Lambert
Sheri and Rodney Lambert
Mr. Martin Landry
Mr. Richard Landsman
Edward Lane
Ms. Sally Lauber
Theolette Ledbetter
Hong Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Lee
Maurice Lewis
Joseph Lineman
Patrick Little
Elizabeth H. Long
William Love
Sherry Lycett
Ms. Tonya Lynch-Murphy
Shabani Maaguo
Mr. Garvin Maffett
Ms. Jill M. Maison
Jeffrey Manning
Mr. Floyd Markham
Ms. Joni Marshall
Ms. Andrea Martin-Williams
Ms. Ederis Martinez-Cunion
Christina Maxson
Ms. Rennie Mitchell McAllister
Barbara and James McCarthy
Carol A. McCoy
Mr. Ted McDaniel

Julia Mcdaniel
Mr. Matt McDavid
Paul Mcdermott
Duane Mcmaster
Mr. and Mrs. Steven A. 
McSweeney
Lisa Medley
Ms. Souvannachitta 
Mekhagnomdara
Leo Mersberger
William Mescher
Elizabeth Miles
Eric Miller
Leona Miller
Alfredo Molina
Ms. Rene Moncion
Mr. Bader Mousa
John Mullin
Mr. Michael Newsome
Jonathan Nino
Thomas O’brien
Mr. and Mrs. Mark F. O’Neil
Jonathan Ogur
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. 
Oldham
John Oliver
Ian and Courtney Orensky
Carlos Owens
Ms. Anneliese Padlan
Ms. Stacey Parsons
Mr. Thomas Pasquale
Mrs. Ankita Patel
Hidesh Patel
Rob Patzig
Mrs. Patricia B. Pearman
Tony and Amy Pearman
Ms. Linda Pearson
Perkins Family
Stephen Phillips
Mr. Charles Phillips
Mrs. Stephanie Pierle
Ms. Pam Poff
Lewis Porter
José Portillo
Ms. Barbara Post
Jason Powell
Debra Pride

Ms. Vickie Pyne
Ms. Kathy Ralsten
Bryan Ready
Michael and Misty Reed
Ms. Consuela Reed
Ms. Jaime Reid
Beth Resetco
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Reubel
Stephanie Roberts
Ms. Elizabeth Robertson
Mr. Jeffrey Rodrick
Alexa Rosenberger
Mr. Dale Ross
Ms. Ashley H. Ross
Brian Rovinski
Mr. Yunuos Salemi
Stuart Saltzman
Thomas Sampson
Flora and Davin Satterwhite
Uwe Schluszas
Mr. Thomas F. Scholz
Randy Sebastian
Ms. Ami Sethi
Pankaj Sharma
Ms. Sherry Sharp
Dr. and Mrs. Chester H. 
Sharps
Jennifer Sictor
Venkateswarreddy 
Siddamurthi
Mr. Francis B. Simkins, III
Ralphael Smalls
Adrian Snell
William Snyder
Brian Sober
Juanita Standard
Mr. Wallace Stettinius
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Stewart
Keith Stolte
Michael Sullivan
Calvin Swain
John Talbot
Ms. Evelyn Tallent
Jeff Tanner
Mr. William Thomas
Mr. David Thomas
William Thompson

Paul Thornton
Meredith Sanderlin Thrower
Robyn Tremaine
Ms. Stacey Turner
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Tye
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Ukrop
Lydon Van
Nancy Vasser
Madeline Vellturo
Taylor Vertrees
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Voulgarakis
Mr. George Walendowski
Stephen Walton
Theodore Wang
April Waugaman
Ronald Webb
Sandra Webster
Ms. Karen Weldon
Tyra White
Mr. Jeffrey White
David Widdifield
Ms. Penny Williams
Clifford Williamson
Manridl Winder
Ms. Minta D. Wood
Harold Woody

Gregory Woolfolk
Mr. Donald Wright
Nicholas Wroblewski
Jia Wu
Betsy Young
Ms. Barbara Zabava
Frederick and Laura Ziesburg
Dr. James K. Zelenak and Dr. 
Ashley Zelenak
Christopher Zhang
Ms. Zhong Zhang
Yi Zhao
Kathy Zhu
Herndon Foundation



Corporations and Foundations ($1,000+)

Advansix Inc.
Allscripts
AmazonSmile Foundation
American National Bank & 
Trust
American Woodmark 
Foundation, Inc.
Bennett Funeral Home
Bridgewater Marina
Car Donation Foundation
Cobb Office Technologies
Commonwealth Retirement 
Services
Community Auctions, LLC
Community Foundation of 
the Dan River Region
Continental Underwriters, 
Inc.
Costen Floors, Inc.
Davenport & Company, LLC
McGeorge Toyota
Dominion Energy Charitable 
Foundation
Ethos Properties LLC
Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.

Fidelity Investments
Finish Tech Corp
Freedom First Federal Credit 
Union
Gardner Orthodontics
Geico Philanthropic 
Foundation
H. W. Blankenship & Sons, 
Inc.
IBM Employee Services 
Center
Industrial Control 
Specialties, Inc.
James Center
James River Lions Club
KBS, Inc.
Langley Federal Credit 
Union
Lumber Liquidators, Inc.
Markel Corporation
Marks-Hofheimer 
Foundation
Mercer
Merrill Lynch
Motorsports Charities, LLC

NAE Federal Credit Union
Northrop Grumman 
Innovation Systems
Occasionally Made, LLC
Owens & Minor
Patient First
Publix Super Markets 
Charities, Inc.
Redgates Foundation
Richmond Window Corp.
Robert G Dashiell, Jr., Inc.
Rockingham Insurance 
Company
Schwab Charitable Fund
Sentara Healthcare
Shamrock Environmental 
Corporation
Sheetz Family Charities
Smithfield Foods, Inc.
SMRF Real Estate, LLC
Stafford Parents Gymnastics 
Association
GE Foundation
The Martin Agency, Inc.
The NewMarket Foundation

Beth Pretty - Pretty Real 
Estate Group, LLC
The U.S. Charitable Gift 
Trust
Therapy Resources, Inc
Timmons Group
URW Community Federal 
Credit Union
Virginia Estate & Trust Law, 
PLC
Virginia National Bank
We Promise Foundation
Wegmans Food Markets, 
Inc.
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston 
LL.P
William G.Reynolds Jr. 
Charitable Foundation
Wireless Zone Foundation 
for Giving, Inc.
Worldwide Small Change 
Foundation, Inc.

ZM Sheet Metal, Inc.

Allied Concrete, Inc.
Anonymous
Aspen Limelight Hotel
Avis
Mrs. Tunstall Bagley Willis
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. 
Bartlett
Bass Pro Shops
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Beck
Closet Factory
Mr. and Mrs. William E. 
Davis
Delta Airlines

Disney Worldwide Services, 
Inc.
Divine Limousine
Dormie Network
Dream Coon Cattery
Enterprise Holdings
Epic Mountain Shuttle
Give Kids the World, Inc.
JetBlue
Johnson Drum Instruction
KickStart Specialists
Lilliput Playhomes

Lumber Liquidators, Inc.
Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
America
Matryx Systems, Inc.
One for the Road
Paragon Services, LLC
Premiere Design & 
Construction, Inc.
REsolutionsTECH Inc.
Royal Caribbean 
International
Seattle Seahawks
Sheraton Waikiki

Mrs. Jennifer H. Sictor
Sport Court of Virginia
Stafford Limousine dba Love 
Limousine
Studio 110 Photography
Master Jackson B. Thornton
Yard Works LLC

In-Kind Donors ($1,000+)



I wish to be  
a pop star

Kaylin, 8
gastrointestinal  
disorder

Cornerstone Society
Membership in the Cornerstone Society provides the opportunity to directly support making wishes come 
true, fund unrestricted giving, or assist a specific area within our chapter. Membership is pledge-based and 
requires a five-year commitment. We are deeply grateful to our Cornerstone Society members: 

Transformation Level ($50,000) 
Ms. Rennie Mitchell McAllister

Joy Level ($40,000) 
Maria A. Curran, The Main Street Group

Hope Level ($20,000) 
Dr. John Perkins and Dr. Karen Perkins

Star Level ($10,000) 
Carol A. McCoy, Jennifer Sictor

Partner Level ($5,000) 
The Aprahamian Family, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Cavanagh, Jay and Lara Davenport, Mr. David Forster,  

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gallagher, Julia Blair and William Hunter, Sheri and Rodney Lambert,  
Elizabeth H. Long, Ian and Courtney Orensky

Fairy Godmother Society
The Fairy Godmother Society was created and inspired by those who have raised the most support through 
previous W.I.S.H. Circle events. Membership is pledge-based and requires a five-year commitment. We 
would like to recognize our Fairy Godmother Society members: 

Gold Star Member ($100,000) 
Barbara and James McCarthy

Silver Star Member ($50,000) 
Cathy and Lee Keiger

Blue Star Member ($25,000) 
Mrs. Julia H. Anderson, Beth Pretty - Pretty Real Estate Group, LLC,  

Meredith Sanderlin Thrower, Courtney Wetzel Worrell

Crystal Star Member ($10,000) 
Melissa Ann Alexy, Sarah B. Andrews, Erin Bohannon,  

Misty Reed, Mr. and Mrs. Anthony L. Pearman



Make-A-Wish Greater Virginia 
2810 N. Parham Road, Suite 302 

Richmond, VA 23294

Betsy Davis, Esq., Chair
Whiteford Taylor Preston 

Partner

Cathy Keiger, Past Chair
Davenport & Co. LLC 

Managing Director - Investments

Jennifer Sictor, Vice Chair
Sentara Healthcare 

VP Corporate Finance

Bill Howard, Treasurer
Mercer 

Principal

Elizabeth Long, Secretary
Chartway Federal Credit Union 

SVP, Marketing & Communications 

Melissa Alexy
Langley Federal Credit Union 

VP, Human Resources

Julia Anderson
Smithfield Foods, Inc. 

Global Chief Information Officer

Maria Curran
VCU Health System 

Chief Patient Experience Officer 

Board of Directors

@makeawishva makeawishva @makeawishva gvawish

Jay Davenport
VCU 

VP Development & Alumni Relations  
 

Michael Gallagher
General Electric 

Quality & Manufacturing Engineering Lead

Jeffry Karr
Marcari, Russotto, Spencer & Balaban P.C.

Chief Financial Officer

Jeff Marshall
Fifth Third Bank 

Relationship Manager

Anthony Pearman
Access Advertising + PR 

CEO

Joe Reubel 
Kerma Medical Products 

President/CEO

Gary Tye, M.D.
Children’s Hospital Richmond at VCU 

Physician


